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Mission Statement 

 

Together, within God’s love, we nurture and inspire today’s 

minds for tomorrow’s challenges. 
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This policy is intended to ensure consistency across the school in terms of home learning practice. 

 

What is the purpose of homework? 

 To prepare children for an new topic of work – to inspire or promote wider learning experiences or to 
consolidate, reinforce and extend skills and understanding  

 To provide opportunities for parents and children to work together. 

 To allow parents to gain an understanding of what children are learning in school. 

 To allow children to progress towards becoming more independent learners. 
 

Agreed procedure: 

 Half termly project focussed homework is given to enthuse and prepare the children for new learning. A 
variety of activities/tasks are provided for selection. A child is able to select which activity they want to 
complete for their homework task. The children are usually given a week or more to complete this 
homework. 

 Project homework will be shared and valued in a variety of ways which could include: show and tell 
sessions, being put on display in the class room and/or central areas across the school, a sticker or 
certificate or recognition and very high quality effort or work may result in a headteacher sticker or 
recognition. 

 Key topic vocabulary will be given as another aspect of the half termly project homework in preparation 
for new learning to take place. A list of words will be provided for the children to learn the meaning of. 
This learning can take a variety of forms and we will not expect any written evidence of this learning – 
the expected impact will be the children’s knowledge and understanding of this vocabulary. 

 

In addition to this project based homework we do expect the children to read daily. In Early Years and KS 1 we 

would expect this to be 1:1 reading with an adult. This can take the following forms as the children progress: 

 

 Adults reading to children. 
Children are encouraged to use the picture books in the reception classrooms. These books are suitable to read 

to children so they can get used to print and stories. Parents should encourage children to point to words as they 

are being read. Discussion about the books is also very important. 

 Children reading to an adult. 
When they are ready to, children will start bringing simple books home to read to an adult. Again, encouraging 

the child to point to the words as they are being read is important. Discussing the story and the characters and 

asking questions about the book will help with the child’s understanding of language. Reading the books more 

than once is very important. 

 Progress with Reading 
Reading on a regular basis is vital. Children will bring their reading books home most evenings and the role of 

the adult is to listen and support them. It is important to remind them to sound out unknown words; looking at the 

pictures and looking for words within words are other strategies which the child may use to read an unknown 

word. Just as important is discussing the book to check that the child has understood what they have read. 

Children will have a reading record which parents/carers should sign or comment in each time they read with the 

child.  
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 Phonics and High Frequency Words.  

Children will have regular phonics lessons throughout Reception and Key Stage 1 alongside strategies for 

building a secure sight vocabulary.  Children will be given sheets with sounds to say and write, and may receive 

word lists and activities based on the sounds being learned. It is important that children build up a bank of words 

which they can read and spell on sight. When it is appropriate, children will bring home some high frequency 

words to read, write and learn. Parents can help children to learn these by practising them regularly and often. 

Children will often receive the same words again in order to practise them further.  

As children get older, homework provides an opportunity for them to develop the skill of independent learning. It 

is important that parents support their children, but good habits of independent study should be encouraged. 

 

Reading in KS 2 

Children may read to an adult, with an adult or read to themselves in the presence of an adult. The story and 

characters should be talked about and new words discussed. Older children need a clear understanding of the 

story that sometimes will go beyond the literal meaning of the text. Children will read texts that are more detailed 

and will take longer to read. They should be encouraged to read all types of texts including non-fiction.  Children 

in Key Stage 2 (Years 3 to 5) are responsible for filling in their reading record every day and making sure it is in 

school.  

 

Other possible Homework 

From time to time teachers may send home other forms of homework which will be personal to individual 

childrens learning needs. This homework may include the following: 

 

 Handwriting – letter formation; 

 Times tables  

 Basic numbers skills practise; 

 Comprehension activities; 

 Spelling 
 

General 

If children are absent from school because they are sick, then in general we would not send work home.  We 

would make the assumption that they are not well enough to work. 

It may happen that a child is absent for a length of time though is well enough to do some work at home, e.g. a 

broken leg. In these circumstances the teacher and the parent will agree what should be done, how it will be 

marked, and what sort of help needs to be given.  In such circumstances the teacher should consult with the 

Headteacher first. 

Sometimes parents take holidays in school time and ask for their children to be given homework for that period.  

No formal school work will be set.  
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Equal opportunities 

Whilst many pupils have access to a quiet working space in their homes and are enthusiastically supported by 

their parents, this will not be the case for all pupils who, for any number of reasons, will not have an ideal 

situation in which to study.  It is important that sympathetic consideration is given in these instances and that 

sufficient time is given for completion of such "work" that is set and the possibility of facilities and support 

provided in school in order for the tasks to be completed effectively. 

 

Conclusion: 

This policy also needs to be in line with other school polices and therefore should be read in conjunction with the 

following school policies: 

Assessment Policy  

Equal Opportunities Policy 

Feedback and Marking policy 

Handwriting Policy 

Health and Safety Policy  

ICT Policy 

Inclusion Policy 

Special Educational Needs Policy 

Teaching and Learning Policy  

 

 


